AFTER  MOTHER   INDIA

Yet, before examining them, it is advisable, so that the
reader may have a background on which to base his
own judgment, to recall the age of a girl's pubescence
in our own Occident, always remembering the widely
accepted theory that both male and female mature
much sooner in tropical countries than in our more
temperate climes.

Every reader will recall, more or less, when he or
she entered the adolescent period. Many will have
children of their own on whom to base an inference,
Turning from our own experiences to common authori-
ties, we find the Encydop&dw. Britannica stating : 'In
northern countries males enter upon sexual maturity
between fourteen and sixteen . . . females between
twelve and fourteen. In tropical countries puberty is-
much earlier.'1

By Roman civil law and common law, and in Eng-
land to-day, the legal age for puberty is twelve in the
case of girls.2 And Webster }s Dictionary gives this same
age as being generally accepted in the West.

Girls, then, in the tropics, Hindu girls, should be
pubescent before they reach their twelfth year. But
what do Indian opinions say on this subject ?

The Bombay Presidency Social Reform Association
in August 1928, made the following statement:

Fourteen is perhaps the usual age at which girls
attain puberty in most parts of India. It is prob-
ably not a question of castes and communities.
The most recent opinion as regards age and sex

1 Encyclopedia Britannica, eleventh edition, Vol. XXII, p. 626
*New Oxford Dictionary. Standard Dictionary, Funk and Wag-
nails.
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